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**|f there are Irish events you’d
like us to highlight in future
newsletters, please let us know**

**If you would like to be
removed from this mailing list,
please reply to this message with
“Remove” in the subject bar**

**|f you know others who would
like to receive these newsletters,
please ask them to let us know**

www.dfa.ie/irish-consulate/atlanta

CG Stephens meeting with the Governor of Florida, Rick Scott

Message from the Consul General
A chairde,

Team Ireland is again intensifying its engagement with the great State of Florida, a
land of Irish interests and huge potential. Irish firms employ well over 5000 people
in Florida and within Florida’s 20 million population there are 1.8 million people
with Irish heritage and 800,000 Irish citizens.

In Tallahassee, | was warmly welcomed by Governor Scott, House Speaker Corcoran,
Minority Leader Cruz and the Florida Chamber during Opening Day at the Florida
Legislature for discussions on reciprocal investment, heritage ties and politics.

Back in Washington in January, Ambassador Mulhall hosted Congressman Tom
Rooney and his wife at his Residence.

Perhaps even more powerfully, the Riverdance tour has delighted huge audiences
along the length of Florida, welcoming in friends such as Tampa’s Mayor Bob
Buckhorn, and Ireland’s Honorary Consuls for Florida, Terry Delahunty and lan
O’Flaherty.

IDA Ireland are now at the Florida Venture Forum in Ft Lauderdale, explaining
Ireland’s strengths as a base for European expansion.

This pattern will continue. Ambassador Mulhall will join the Ireland Funds, the U.S.
Ireland Council, the South Florida Irish American Chamber of Commerce for
community and business events in Palm Beach.

Shane Stephens January 31, 2018


http://www.dfa.ie/irish-consulate/atlanta
mailto:AtlantaCG@dfa.ie
http://emergebizactivities.idaireland.com/blog/sunshine-florida-meets-vcs-0
https://twitter.com/IrelandAtlanta

Intensifying Ireland’s Engagement in Florida

...In the Florida Legislature where CG
Stephens attended opening session; on right
with House Speaker Richard Corcoran and below
with Minority Leader Janet Cruz and
Representative Clay Ingram

...On the speaker panel hosted by the Florida
Chamber’s International Business Council,
alongside Inmaculada Gutierrez, Trade
Commissioner of Spain
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...At Riverdance in Tampa: Mayor Bob
Buckhorn and his family with the amazing



Ambassador Dan Mulhall welcomed
Florida US Congressman Tom Rooney
and his wife Tara to an IrelandFunds
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And in Georgia...

CG Stephens was delighted to attend
Georgia Governor Nathan Deal’s final
State of the State address, and g o=
Keisha Lance Bottoms’ first speech as F24 ‘
Atlanta’s new Mayor. ’
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CG Stephens caught up with the
Metro Atlanta Police Emerald Society
for a chat & some great piping.

He was also pleased to deliver
keynote Ireland to the Brookhaven
Rotary Club.

At the annual Burns Club dinner, CG Stephens
delivered the toast to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II, recalling her support for the Good Friday
Agreement.

RANCE EVENT

Remembering the
Holocaust: the
Taoiseach meets with
Holocaust survivors in
Dublin; CG Stephens
attended this
“Conscience and
Action” remembrance
programme in Atlanta
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Connecting in Dublin

CG Stephens joined heads of Irish

% diplomatic missions from around the world
~ for a Department of Foreign Affairs Trade
Conference in Dublin. A highlight was the
speech by Minister Simon Coveney (below)
on Ireland’s global engagement.
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Visit with other Irish Ambassadors and
CGs to Dublin’s Dogpatch Labs, the
outstanding startup hub in the CHQ
building owned by one of the ultimate
global Irishmen, Neville Isdell

Enjoyed a great meeting at Pavee Point
on building links between Irish Travellers
in Dublin and the US.


https://www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/speeches/speeches-archive/2018/january/departmental-conference,-16-january-2018/
http://dogpatchlabs.com/about/
http://www.paveepoint.ie/

We also hosted our annual lunch and coordination meeting with representatives of Atlanta’s Irish
business and cultural organizations.

L-R: Robert Radosta (Consulate intern), Jessica Houghton (Irish Network), Nancy Logue Woods
(Hibernian Benevolent Society of Atlanta), Ray Tracey (Atlanta GAA), CG Stephens, John Pucci
(Metropolitan Atlanta Police Emerald Society), Kyle Crew (Aris Theatre), Teresa Finley (lIrish
Traditions), Breandan Mac Mathuna (Irish Network), Sandra Hughes (Gateway Productions) and
Sondra Reed of the Consulate.



Irish News

Speaking to the European Parliament in the first of a series of debates on the Future of Europe, the Taoiseach
stressed the importance of our common values and of remaining united to address the challenges of the 21st
century.

He also delivered the keynote speech on National Holocaust Memorial Day to the Holocaust Education Trust
Ireland, concluding “...we can never recover what was lost. All we can do is share a warning from history and
send a message of hope that will resonate for all time.” See photograph above.

The Tanaiste, Simon Coveney, undertook a 4-day visit to Cairo, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ramallah and Gaza where
he met with leaders on a range of bilateral and regional issues including the Peace Process.

Minister Coveney announced the “Promote Ireland” programme of international events over the St. Patrick’s
Day period which will see Government representatives taking part in programmes to promote Ireland and
Irish interests in almost 40 countries across the globe.

Minister of State for European Affairs, Helen McEntee TD kicked off our Future of Europe Citizens' Dialogue.

Minister of State for Financial Services and Insurance Michael D’Arcy TD launched the Government’s 2018
IFS2020 Action Plan as part of its 5-year strategy to be the recognised global location of choice for specialist
international financial services. He joined the Taoiseach today hosting the annual European Financial Forum
in Dublin Castle.

2018 will be a year of intense activity in support of the Irish language. Bliain na Gaeilge 2018, a year-long
programme of events, and a social media initiative on Twitter, #TrasnaNadTonnta, kicked off in style. Dublin
City University has also developed a free online Irish Language course (“Irish 101”) for the global diaspora and
new immigrants.

New data indicate continuing strong employment growth and that 4 out of 5 new jobs created since the
Government was formed were outside Dublin. IDA announced that at year-end 2017 the agency had
surpassed its five-year job creation target two years ahead of schedule.

Atlanta-headquartered tech firm N3 announced it will create 100 new jobs, doubling its Irish workforce.

CSO statistics confirmed that 2017 was a record year for overseas visitors to Ireland, up 3.6% over 2016
despite of a 5% decline from Great Britain. Visits from North America were up 16.2%.

We congratulate Irish Golden Globe Award Winners Saoirse Ronan and London Irish winner Martin
McDonagh, and wish good luck to them and the other Irish Academy Award Nominees Daniel Day Lewis, Nora
Twomey & Consolata Boyle.

Tributes were paid to singer Dolores O’Riordan and former Attorney General and EU Commissioner Peter
Sutherland following their deaths in January.

Consul General Stephens’ book review of The Supreme Court by Ruadhan Mac Cormaic appears in Global
Atlanta titled: “Books 2017: How the Irish and American Supreme Courts Grew Up Together.”

The College of Charleston (CofC) has launched an oral history project that will gather stories of local Irish and
Irish Americans and archive them in the Irish Heritage Project at CofC's Addlestone Library.

Do not miss great stories posted regularly by Miami Honorary Consul O’Flaherty on Twitter @lrelandMiami.


https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_An_Taoiseach_Leo_Varadkar_to_the_European_Parliament.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_An_Taoiseach_Leo_Varadkar_to_the_European_Parliament.html
https://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/News/Taoiseach's_Speeches/Key-note_speech_by_the_Taoiseach_Mr_Leo_Varadkar_T_D_National_Holocaust_Memorial_Day_28_January_2018_Mansion_House_Dublin.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/Tanaiste_begins_visit_to_Middle_East.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/Tanaiste_announces_2018_St_Patrick%E2%80%99s_Day.html
https://www.dfa.ie/our-role-policies/ireland-in-the-eu/future-of-europe/
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/Minister_D’Arcy_launches_the_IFS2020_Action_Plan_for_2018.html
https://www.chg.gov.ie/taoiseach-launches-bliain-na-gaeilge-2018/
http://www.icuf.ie/trasna-na-dtonnta-global-irish-language-cyber-gaeltacht/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/irish-language
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/48_100_more_people_at_work_since_this_time_last_year_-_Ministers_Humphreys_and_Ring.html
https://www.rte.ie/news/business/2018/0104/931022-ida-ireland-review/
https://www.independent.ie/business/irish/usbased-tech-firm-n3-to-double-irish-workforce-with-creation-of-100-jobs-36517188.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/CSO_Data_Confirms_Record_Year_for_Overseas_Visitors_in_2017.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/entertainment/oscar-nominations-saoirse-ronan-among-five-irish-stars-nominated-for-an-oscar-824311.html
https://www.globalatlanta.com/books-2017-irish-american-supreme-courts-grew-together/
https://www.smore.com/dxr95-irish-and-irish-american-studies?ref=email

Upcoming Events in the Southeast

Seamus Heaney will be the focus of “The Publishing Life of Seamus Heaney,” a lecture by scholar Rand
Brandes, on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2018 at 5 p.m. at Emory University, free and open to the public.

Irish Network Atlanta invites you to join them to watch Ireland’s opening game in the 2018 6 Nations

tournament on February 4, 11:45 a.m. Fado Irish Pub, Buckhead.

Agnes Scott College presents a poetry reading by Eavan Boland—one of the great Irish poets. February 8,
7:00pm, free and open to the public. This is a special opportunity.

Irish Traditions Atlanta is offering financial awards to students of Irish music and song to assist in advancing
their skills. The current application deadline is February 11%. Full information here.

Don’t miss the Lowcountry Irish Fest, a musical and cultural event celebrating all things uniquely Irish in the
South Carolina Lowcountry, Feb 10-11 at the Omar Shrine Convention Center in Mount Pleasant, SC.

Savannah’s iconic IrishFest will take place February 17-18, the history, literature, music and dance of Ireland.

Ambassador Dan Mulhall will be a guest speaker at the Ireland-US Council’s Winter Business Lunch in Palm
Beach on February 16™. The event will be co-sponsored by The South Florida Irish American Chamber of

Commerce.

Kevin Barry, the award winning author of the novel City of Bohane will speak at Clemson University on
February 19'" and at University of Georgia’s Willson Center on February 20™".

%@@ Countdown to Saint Patrick’s Day — Save the Dates!

Florida
March 7-10

March 12

March 3-18

March 17

Georgia
March 2

Atlanta:
Mar7-Aprll

March 10
March 15
March 16

March 17

Readings by Irish poets Eamonn Lynskey and Anne Fitzgerald, and participation by Irish
publisher Jessie Lendennie, at the Association of Writers & Writing Conference in Tampa

Readings by writer Colin Barrett, and poets Kathy D’Arcy and Niamh Prior as part of
Contemporary Irish Voices in Literature at the University of Tampa

Derek Warfield and the Young Wolfe Tone entertain in Cape Coral (3-4) , Cocoa Beach (5),
Tampa (16-17), and Sebastian (18)

St Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival, Fort Lauderdale

Irish chamber orchestra Camerata Ireland perform in concert in Thomasville

Yeats Scholar and Emory Professor Emeritus, James Flannery, will offer a course from Mar 7-
Apr 11 through the Yale Alumni Association titled “The Many Worlds of W.B. Yeats”
Hibernian Benevolent Society of Atlanta and Irish Network Atlanta Black Tie Ball

Saint Patrick’s Day Mass, Cathedral of Christ the King

Irish Chamber of Atlanta Breakfast, Capital City Club, 7:30a.m.

Father O’Reilly Mass and Wreath Laying

Atlanta Saint Patrick’s Day Parade

Gateway/Mask Theatre’s St Patrick’s Day Celebration featuring Irish Mummers



http://web.library.emory.edu/news-events/news/archives/2017/rand-brandes-heaney-lecture.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1193851014080877/
https://www.agnesscott.edu/featured-events/2018/02/eavanboland.html
http://irishtraditionsatlanta.org/scholarships/
https://www.lowcountryirishfest.com/
https://www.savannahirish.org/
https://www.irelanduscouncil.com/2018/CouncilWinterMeeting2018.aspx
http://www.thejournal.ie/readme/kevin-barry-extract-3141683-Dec2016/
https://www.awpwriter.org/awp_conference/schedule_overview?date=2018-03-07&from_time=&to_time=&event_keyword=&participant=anne+Fitzgerald&type=all
http://www.theyoungwolfetones.com/?page_id=21
http://www.stpatsftl.com/
http://www.tefconcerts.com/Content/Default/2/62/17/2017-18-season/series-a/camerata-ireland.html
http://www.aya.yale.edu/content/atlanta-course-info-0
https://www.hibernianatl.com/hibernian-black-tie-ball/
https://www.hibernianatl.com/campaign-3/
https://www.hibernianatl.com/fatheroreilly/
http://atlantastpats.com/
mailto:gatewaypp@masktheatre.org

Savannah:
March 4

March 16
Mar 16-18
March 17

Mississippi
Mar 23-24

North Carolina

March 9
March 9
March 17

South Carolina

March 4
March 8
March 14-15
March 16
March 17

Tennessee
March 17-18

Mar 17-Apr 9

Professor Pl O Dochartaigh will speak at the launch of the exhibition Representations of the
Jews in Irish Literature at the historic Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue. The exhibition is
presented by Georgia Southern University and sponsored by his Consulate.

Sergeant William Jasper Ceremony
Saint Patrick’s Day Festival

Saint Patrick’s Day Parade

CelticFest Mississippi, Jackson

Dervish performs in Asheville, NC
Irish band Goitse performs in Tryon, NC
Charlotte Saint Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival

Return to the Green Irish Cultural Festival and GAA Tournament, Greenville

Irish band Goitse performs at the University of South Carolina, Aiken

Derek Warfield and the Young Wolfe Tone perform in Myrtle Beach (14™") & Charleston (15%)
Irish Film No Stone Unturned, 9 annual Terrace Charleston Film Festival

Charleston Saint Patrick’s Day Parade

Music City Irish Fest, Nashville, including The Willis Clan on Mar 17 and Lunasa and
We Banjo 3 on Mar 18th

Irish bluegrass band Jiglam performs at Dollywood in Pigeon Forge

*Be sure to send in your events for inclusion in the Newsletter! To: carol.jordan@dfa.ie



http://www.nuigalway.ie/our-research/people/languages-literatures-and-cultures/polodochartaigh/
https://www.mickveisrael.org/
http://www.savannah.com/st-patricks-day-events-savannah/st-patricks-day-festival/
http://www.savannah.com/st-patricks-day-events-savannah/savannahs-st-patricks-day-parade/
http://celticfestms.org/wp/
http://www.dervish.ie/
https://www.dwtheatre.com/Online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=0720706A-9D0D-47DA-8EA6-785198D51F26&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=C8BD66C3-A977-4115-9A49-01663A6CAA28
http://www.goitse.ie/band/
http://tryonarts.org/goitse/
http://www.charlottestpatsday.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/157121021735021/
http://www.goitse.ie/band/
https://etherredge.usca.edu/goitse-go-with-cha/2018-03-08-19-30
http://www.theyoungwolfetones.com/?page_id=21
http://www.terracetheatre.com/terrace-charleston-film-festival/
https://charlestonstpatrickdayparade.wordpress.com/
http://www.musiccityirishfest.com/
http://www.thewillisclan.com/
http://www.lunasa.ie/
http://webanjo3.com/
http://www.jigjam.ie/tour/
https://www.dollywood.com/themepark/Entertainment/JigJam
mailto:carol.jordan@dfa.ie

